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Sure. Calls His
Aids by First

. Names, but He Is
Mr. Murphy

i
By GEORGE VAN SLYKE.

IT had been a hopelessly bad game
from the start. Down six holes
the foursome bad sliced and

pulled, topped and fuzzled.that Is,
three members of the team had. The
fourth player was going ulong evenly
and smoothly, apparently oblivious to

the mental golf hazard around liiin.
They came to the sixth hole, a

short, easy Ave. The first up was

"Big Tom'' Foley, the sage leader of
the East Side, the second biggest
power in Tammany Hall. He topped
and hia ball rolled down "forty yards
Into the creek. He was all upset.
John O'Brien, the new Surrogate,
stepped up. Evidently ho was nervous.A long preliminary swagglc
nnd zing.he had sliced Into the rough.
Andy Sheridan camo next and he fol1J UDi~ rpAMt| 4Ka Afaalr
WWCU £>!& J.u1u 1111v llic v.*

The fourth player was Cliarlea F.
Murphy, Tammany leader. During
this brainstorm.a storm which all
golfers experience.ho had been standingweil away from the tec looking
across the greens. "That was a. good
drive Eddie made," he remarked cas-

ually, pointing to his friend Cunningham,homeward bound across the way.
Murphy addressed the ball calmly,

took a free easy swing. Bang!
squarely on the nose. Down the fair- ,

way it went, straight and true a good
i-'OO yards.
"You fellows better steady down a

little," he remarked. On the next hole
they all began to settle a bit and the J
game came back.
Merely an incident in a day's golfbig,one that the Chief probably could

not remember himself. Yet it is interestingbecause it isn't a had index
to the man. The fact is tlmt Charles ,

F. Murphy plays polities exactly us

he plays golf. There is tnore than .

one point of contact and con^jarison
In the two games. One winders if the
Chief's craze over golf may not be due ,
to that very fact. t
When the others about him are most ,

" "" "I l. imlntoal AKvmvh ill ,'L

pinch ho possesses that ability to detachhimself from the thing that is
annoying and look at something distant.Never flustered and evidently
never thrilled, he keeps Ills mind and
his game under perfect control when
pirn the strong men with him are

blowing up.
Not a brilliant or spectacular game,

but always reliable.that's Murphy's
game In golf as in politics, lie dubbed
at golf until lie had mastered it as far
as his age and muscles would permit,
and having reached that stage he
naaintaln it at 100 per cent. Straight
flcdVn the fairway goes his drive;

pearly always the same distance.TTIs approach rolls up to the
green easily. Mis putt is accurate.
His card day after day. week in and
week out, registers the S8, 90, 911. He
ulways swings through itnd keeps ills

eye on tlie ball.
Tills Incident of tho sixth hole was

mtt at French Lick Springs, where the
Chief went with five of his friends a

few weeks hack to rest after bis
smashing victory at the polls. Everythingabout the trip w?is typical of
tho golf and of Murphy's "game."
Even His Close Friends

Call Him "Mr. Murphy"
Tho companions ho choso for the

holiday were old time friends and, excepting"Big Tom," who is, of course,
«ii exception to all rules in Tammany,they were not political powers.It wouldn't do to make favoritesout of district leaders, its that
might create Jealousies. "Just some

old friends of mine to talk over old
times." He could have picked a foursomeof financiers or lawyers, had iie
chosen. But It was Murphy's way to
stick to the old friends. That's his
kind of loyalty.

A long walk with one or two of
those friends in the forenoon; the golf
game at Just 1 o'clock every day and
n. sharp "What's tho delay for?" to
one of tho foursome who happened to
be a minute late; the game around as

cjuict as the professional 8cot could
wish, evcrvthinif concentrated on that
game; dinner with the few friends. I

preferably In their rooms, with corned 1

beef and cabbage at least once a week I
for a treat; a little walk on the ve- *.
randa with the same friends and bed *

at 10:30.that'a Murphy's idea of a 1
real spree. e

And n6t the least Interesting thing 1

shout those foursomes and those
partlen is ttie attitude of the closest t
friends towurd the Chief. None ever <1
heard any of them call hlni Charlie, t

although wifh hlin It Is always John c

end Eddie and Andy. But their an- r

swer Is Commissioner or Mr. Murphy i
.always. Tie Is the boss every mln- ?
ute. nt work or play. c

Not the closest friend In the moot t
Intimate moment of play tries to break j
ihrough the cold and reserved nature, v

Bespect. almost deference, at every 11
turn and move is as much a part of
the game as breathing. The rhar- J
octer of the man or Ills position seems j
to demand It. T'mbably those who sre

with him and calling each other by
first name or nickname are not aware r

themselves of the striking effect of v

their "Commissioner" and "Mr. Mur- 1
I'hy" Iti their moments of hilarity. s

Murphy the silent! Murphy the t

Tammany Ik>ss of mystery! The East, t
Side boy who fought his way up from 1
the very bottom to u isisltlon of power «

end Influence never excelled In this f
« Ity. only mice or twice In Iho Htnte! 1
Murphy, the quiet tighter, who has *

« nine out of twenty years of the tough- f
r-% political life any man ever ex- i

l>er|enced unquestionably the strong- t
est organization leader in American
politico to-day! i

Wherein lies his power? What Is <1
'ho answer to this man's phenomenal I

\
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prowth? A ninn who in the face of
bitter attacks by. press and pulpit and
uplift forces has risen year after year
until the end of Ills decade finds him
in luiurui vi ouiui unu is 11

some mysterious secret or somo uncannysense of political sagacity?
Those questions havo been asked

nany times and asked of Mr. Murphy,
lie has Hmiled and never tried to answer.Perhaps he does not know himself.Hut to the political observer it
would seem that the answer was not
far to seek. It Isn't any great tnys:ery.All there is to it is this: Murphyplays politics every hour of the
lay, every day of the week and every
week ol' the year. Not brilliant, he has
t good memory for detail and a good
sense of organizing. Ho knows his
nen from one end of the State to the
:>ther; knows their strength and their
weaknesses. His loyalty to his aids
nsplrcs remarkable loyalty from them.;
Ho knows the little men. Ho plays
Lhem hard. j
A man in the Fifth was in trouble,

le went to Murphy and the boss fixed
t und then disciplined the offender.
V widow was having a hard job makngtwo ends meet. Murphy took
hargc of her case. Her troubles were .<

smoothed out.
Those arc the little things the boss

« doing day ufter day. That Is what
ramtnany means to the rank and flic, i

rho newspapers record that Murphy
vas ut the Tammany Wigwag on a
ertain day and saw a few of the big
eaders. There Is no mention of the
lozen littlo fellows.the Toms and
dikes and Henrys who need a little
iclp. Maybe It's rent; maybe the cost ,
if the funeral Is too heavy; maybe
he family can't afford the doctor for
tnnie.
None of those little troubles Is too

rifling for the boss. He hears them
uid he never passes one. There are
housands of them, literally thousands
>f Just such little waves of good feeingand gratitude which Murphy has
itarted from the llall and which in
he backwash mean votes.
That part is not all a play with the

Hiss, cither. Whatever may bo said
if him by friend or foe, it is a fact that
le is intensely human. It doesn't exmessitself In mixing up with the boys
inrf frolicking. He Is hy nature alva.vsreticent, and retiring. But. when

lio Tartimany flock needs protection,
ho boss is the gentlest and most
frtierous of dictators.
The opposition to Mtirphy inside, and

uitsldo the organization spent most of
he time for ten years shouting: "Mur)hymust go!" It was a semi-annual
rnsado. He kept along his way, getInga little stronger hero and there,
roistering this and that spot.
Now at the end of twenty years he

ins the city government under his
ontrol He has carried New York by
he bigrest plurality ever recorded,
fe has elected Tammany's favorite
ion, Alfred E. Hmltlf, as Governor by
he biggest plurality ever recorded in
he Htate. Ho has elected a United
hales Senator. Ho has a Htate Eegisnture,a Board of Estimate, a Board
»f Aldermen, county governments and
in organization which Is like adamant
Thomas C, Tlatt never equaled this

rolltlcal performance when he was

llctator of the Republican machine In
his Htate. The best Da\id B. Will
ould do was run the Htate; ho could
lever win the city. Tweed never ap-
lroachort the great power held by
durphy. t'roker was almost a piker
ompared with the present Tammany
iosm Outside of a few men In national
H>Iitlos like Manna no one inan In this
ountry has possessed political power
ike Murphy's when not In oflVe.

Murphy Like the Average Man
£jrcepf That He's Expert on Silence
tt la only natural for the man who (

irver goes Into Tammany Hall and
rho never ban reen Mtirph.v to Imagine (
ic 1h a raiher mysterious i»orsnn p«w-1
icssing unwitting ability. But to one
vho haa watched him long III action ,
hefe la nothing uncanny about him.
le docs keep the machine oiled and
ilwaye, running smoothly with suf- ,
Icient momentum to make any grade;
ie does possess the ability of sensing ,

lomotlilng about what the people want
or the simple reason that tie knows
vhat Iiq wants and he Is one of the ,

jeople In taste nnd Impulse.
He Is almost typical of the average

rinn of the street In his Impulses and
leslroM, nothing more and nothing less, j
To doesn't act up his Judgment against | f
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the crowd and tell Ills public what it
must have; ho tries to find what the
masses want and gives it tq them. If
they like Hylan or any other candilateand ho doesn't happen to care especiallyabout him the public has its
way.
There is a myth that Murphy has

frown imme.nsely wealthy out of politics.Nobody knows what he is worth,
out it Is estimated from two to four
millions. Ho has a comfortable town
house and a fine estate at Good
CJround. His tastes and his living are

relatively simple. Ho hasn't any fads.
Books, paintings, travel, collecting antiques,all these mean nothing to Murphy.lie likes his fine automobile. It
Is his luxury to drive in from his estateto Fourteenth street. He does
like to read. More and more in later
years has he been going into good
litorutiirn In Viio vaiintrnr rltii'M h<>

never had time, education or inclinationfor such reading. Murphy's
home, his rowna and their furnishingsireexactly what ono would expect
them to be. They are what Murphy
likes and what he wants. There are

family portraits and tiger skin rugs.
i comfortable home where the chief
spends much of his time!
For essentially he is a home inan.

Head of the greatest political organizationin this country, perhaps in the
world, lie shuns publicity, ho hates
public affairs, never attends big dinnersunless it is unavoidable, has
never made a speech in public. Not
i word of gossip touching tho chief's
personal life has ever been breathed
In Tammany or by his worst political
Enemies.
One of tho easiest things he does is

change his mind. If he finds he lias
sensed a thing wrong, is headed wrong
on a political issue or has made a
mistake in picking a candidate, he can
shift so quickly no one can follow
him. Not once but a dozen times has
lie turned about over night. Me Isn't
any more afraid of changing his mind
and changing his course than he Is of a

newspaper editorial. Once a man has
gone against the wishes of the lions
ami the organization he is through.
There are many eases, cme of the
latest wan that of the Cohaluns, formerlythe pets of the Wigwam.
Knows How to Wear Clothes;.
Looks Like Brewer. Unlike Banker
The man who does not Know him

and has seen him In cartoon and caricaturein New York papers for a

score of years would probably be surprisedto have Mr. Murphy pointed
out on the street. In dress as In
everything he is conventional and
modest. Always Is ho well tailored.
Mis clothen fit well and he wears them
well. In evening clothes ho is the
last word In fashion. But there Is
never anything flashy about his appearance.never the big diamonds and
red ties which formerly were part of
a political boss's makeup. Ho looks
more like the prosperous business
man or the wealthy retired brewer.
Hardly would he suggest the banker
or college president.

In his habits, too, he Is if con-
servauve hk in uress ami sou. mc

lakes a drink when he wauls It. which
Isn't often, nnd he prefers good Mine.
Ho discourages drinking as a practicebecause It lowers efficiency, and
ho Will not tolerate drunkenness in
any man on M-<hom he relies or whom
he plckn for high official responsibility,A Utile moderate drinking of
E'>od liquor on an occasion which Justifiesmerriment or when he Is entertainingguests at. home Is about hln
limit. Hinoklng. too. la a thing to he
lildulged for pleasure rather than lb
be developed as an excess to Injure
Ihe nerves. Jfe smokes a little, perhapsa cigar a day.
This conservatism and routine e\.

lends to his health. Tltat comes first
md he shows the care he gives It.
rhose who are close to him have been
surprised to learn of late that lh»
?hief was cutting down a little on

Ills golf. Ho has not been playing the
iwn rounds a day which he did formerly.And they have learned that
Ills physician ha told hint to slow up
t little. There Is nothing the matter
with him but he is no longer a youngdorand there Is the possibility that
i strain may affect the heart. And
Mr. Murphy Is very conservative as
well as "3.
The Tammany leader's position In

American politics since the ll'ylan and
Smith victories has taken on added
prestige. It I- u position never br'oraheld by a Tammany man. Whet -
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ever lie has gone In the last few
months great Interest and curiosity
has been shown in his personality.
Is dress and habits.
IIo is one of the best listeners;

there has ever been in politics. Day
after day he sits at his dingy old desk
inside the wire fence at Tammany,
where the braves line up and pass in
review telling him their wants, asking
for patronage and favor or getting his
permission to do something in too
district. IIo lias to listen. That iris
given him the reputation of being laconic.He reallv isn't. Most of the
time ho hasn't anything to say and
does not say it.

Possessing all the famed humor of
the Irish, there is nothing the Chief
likes better than a good story, Hj
likes to hear them and to tell them,
but they have to b© good. Mostly, be
draws his stortes from his own polltIleal past, anecdotes in which there is
a peculiar twist and ho has hundreds
of them.
Abuse is one of the things on which

he always has seemed to thrive. With
political enemies firing at him from
every side he has looked on with interestand gene on playing politics.
Only once or twice when the attacks
have touched his personal honor has
he responded and then ho camo into
the open with libel suits. "He must
have a tough skin." is an old phrase
in New York politics. Me always has
taken it as part of the game and has
gone on Indifferently because he knew
that the greater the abuse the more

loyal his friends became in the organization.They closed in agulnst the I
attack -of the enemy and Murphy was

quick enough to turn even this to adIvantage. .

1924 Not Lacking in Interest
To Murphy, but He Says Nothing
What of his political future? Docs

he sincerely believe he can put a

.Tammany man in the White House?
Is it his ambition to close bis career

by electing a President of the United
States? Who shall try to answer these
questions? They are the queries heard
daily since Smith was reelected by
400.000. Tammany Is seriously taking
Smith for President. Murphy, as always,is silent.

in his twenty year3 Murphy has
nominate.d four Mayors and elected
three.McClellan, Gaynor and HylaJi.
He has elected three Governors.Dix,
Hulzer and Smith. He has been in on

the nomination of one candidate for
ITciddcnt.James M. Cox two years
"(to.
When Murphy jumped Into the leadershiptwenty years ago Croker was

fading and a triumviAte was making a

bad mess of trying to run tilings. Then
he was called a "Joke," a "two spot"
and a "sport." To-day lie is "sitting
pretty" with the metropolitan governmentwell In hand, getting ready
for a wonderful year In Albany. And
lie is slowly but with mueh skill preparingalso for 19114. He will go to the
next Democratic National Convention
as the most powerful political leader,
the head of the most powerful political
machine, the one member of the Old
Guard whose power has grown in-
HU'tici 01 uiiniiumivu unu wmi «. injj/u
Inr candidate and forty-five dclegafes
to back him up.
The old political alignments hold. Tn

Baltimore ten years ago Murphy and
Torn Taggart led the opposition which
Walked Bryan and Wilson for a week,
They were beaten and they faced terrificdenunciation in Bryan's best
style.

But the combination hold in i^'.'O,
and the Wilson element w*as beaten.
<'ox was muned. The combination
holds to-day and is getting ready to
go to the next convention. A1 Smith
will be one of the weapons. Murphy
and Taggart and their little hand will
be stronger than ever, and even if they
do not control the convention they!
may have the veto power. They may
block tire Wllson-McAdoo forces; they
may land Smith in the Vice-Prcsi-

{dency,
!*cihaps this vision of 1021 helps ex-

plajn why the Boss isn't playing the
State political game quite as hard as

he did two years ago. He Is looking
beyond the little patronage. It looks
as If he wants to give Smith a free
hand to make as good an admlnlstru.-
tion as possible for Tammany's credit.

Pershing and the 'Frat' Girls
This Is what. Gen. Pershing said to

the IVlta-Delta-Delta girls of Pyra-
cuso University when, on the day of
the games at the Ptadlum In that city
whero the American Legion held Its
annual convention, he visited their
"frat'* house: "I left the meet early
Just to see all of you, for what did the
games mean to mo when I had the
chance to meet a, wholo crowd of
lovely girls? I have seen other Trl-
Deltas before, hut none ;n prelty as

you.''
As the S. U. girls say, the General)

"carries a fine line of salve." In con-
sequence of his visit and the fact that
he haa a sister who Is a Trl-Delta
from the University of Nebraska lie
w illingly accepted hla election to honor-
ary membership.

leeth as Well as ringer
Prints.

Thf unhappy criminal soon is likely
to have no chance to eacapo the pen-
ally of hie mladecda. Nor la anybody
likely to have n chance to hide hla
Identity for Innociioua reasona, since In
addition to the plan for unlveraal fin-!
btt prlniiiy; the rogues" Ka'lerlca of
th« country are now adding minute
deacrlptiona of teeth. Recently a prls-
oner on Wrlfare inland who had been
Kent up under un namimed name waa
discovered to l»e a State prisoner who]
had broken parole end sent bnek to!
Stint Sinv? to serve out the remainder
of a two jrpura awatetice. Ilia teeth,
revealed hia IdentlVJ- '1
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TUIE liatreda of the world an

Men quarrel in the old, el
Shadows of armies fall upon t

The helmet is put by.fo
Now, Lord, Thy people cry foi
Yet politicians rage, and never

II.
'pHE ancient feuds go on; the

Are pressed in many a vi
Men whisper, who would tell i

That soon fresh flags of
Lord God, have they forgotten
For peace eternal? Oh, our wi

III.
A LL, all in vain the human sj

War against War a light
Thrice vain those graves benei

Since a new menace hani
If this be all we gained throi
A crimson harvest waits us do

IV.
MOT ours to prate of noblene

Having learned naught, i
Thinking, because the rose rep

Men muse repeat tneir cr

Lord God, if this be still our i
To-morrow how shall we escap
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Chemists G
Cotton am
From O

By LOUIS E. WISE, Ph. D., j«
Professor of Forest Chemistry, the }!

New York State College of l(
Forestry at Syracuse (j

University. fi
IF a person took you by the hand, pj

led you through a dense growth 01

of forest, pointed to a venerable al

ci
spruce tree and nonchalantly re- j1(
marked, "Some day that tree will oe ^
part and parcel of numberless pairs of
'silk' stockings, neckties, waists, shirts, ^
hats, newspapers, bottle caps, parchmentsand sausage casings," would
you believe him? Suppose the same

R
Individual led you further into the tall f,
timber, and, halting before a giant
pine, informed you in quite a matter
of fact voice that the substance of that

pine would soon be transformed Into y
inks, paints, varnishes, wrapping
paper, shoe polish, camphor, germ I- h
eides, soaps and lubricants, would you a
smile pleasantly and give your guide 0(
a knowing wink? And (f our little ^
walking encyclopedia then pointed to

remarked that this tree was the for- .,
bear of pounds of dycstuff.s drugs. dir.- ^
infectunts. plastics, perfumes, solvents, (]
fungicides or movie films would you |(
measure >.our companion's physical ^
strength before volunteering a caustic o

rejoinder? j..
And yet your friend would have |j

spoken but the truth. The trees of she

forest ftirnish tts with the necessity ((
and luxuries of our dally existence.
The chemist with what appears to be
tin uncanny legerdemain has trans-
muted the forest and much of,what
would be the waste material of the
forest for the benefit of the average
citizen and householder.
The chemical utilization of wood

harks back to prehistoric man. I fa
must have used wood as fuel, and in
so doing unwittingly decomposed It
completely into the gas carbon dioxide,
water and the mineral substances retainedin the ashes of bis fire. These
same decomposition products of wood
arc the ones which the tree utilizes
during its growth. 1'nder the influence
of sunlight, stimulated by certain mlni^ 1 jlo trrnon 1e>MVfV«t ilf

the plant have the remarkable power
of chemically cornblnliiK carbon
dioxide with water to form sugars,
.starch and Indirectly of giving rl.se to

the structural material of the wood.
cellulose. While it Is growing tho tree
Is a veritable chemical factory, workingsilently, without whirling inachln
ery, producing a variety of chemical
products, converting them Info many
others, which go to form tho substance
proper of its own wood, sap, bark, root
and leaves.
Not quite as silently, perhaps a bit

more clumsily, but certainly just as

unobtrusively, the cliemlst uses th!r
wood and bark and leaf In tho Inter- .

ests of mankind. Ho has frequently
focused his attention on the waste "

materials of tho lumber industry and
has attempted, in tnany eases with r''

marked success, to convert into useful
mate-'als stumps, stabwood and sawdust,which normally would have met n

a fiery end in some "trash burner" or
n

under some industrial "refuse boiler." c<

. .
f

Wasfe of By-Products Avoided. r:

Thanks to Chemists' Work
tVhat a different picture Is presented ^

In the modern hardwood distillation industryof to-day than In the efforta of
^

the medieval "collier'* convrrtlnK wood
r)

Into charcoal and wasting so much!
The mysterloua collier Is no longer In (
the picture. The despised by products,
formerly wasted and destroyed, ha\e )r
btcfne the bulwaVk of the manufac- w
turer. Secrecy la at an end, and
science Is aiding the march of prog- ^
rear. To-day carefully seasoned corrf
wood beech, birch or maple.Is piled (f
on metal cars, which are run on tracks
Into the hearts of specially designed ^
ovens, equipped with the means of ([.
condensing and saving the vapors ()
carrying those valuable products of the ()
curbonlr-itlon process. Everything* that ) (

can be saved or used Is carefully pro-
vided for. F.\eii the so-called wood J.
gas a heterogeneous mixture of carIsmdioxide, carbon monoxide <"coa|
gas") and methane t"flredamp"» and fr
Which has u rather low heating value ^
Is u.-ed ns a furl under the ovens off.,
the distillation plant.
This metamorphosis In the industry '*

Is due In no small measure to the,
chemist and the chemical engineer,
boili obaerxunt students in chemical |
forest products, concentrating their re-

E, 1922.
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et Silky
i Alnnhnl
ur Forests
archos on the chemistry of wood with
10 ideal of increasing: the yields of'
lose valuable vapors and of Improving
icthods for their production and purieatlon.To-day progressive manuictureracan obtain carefully preareddata, showing them what yields
f wood alcohol, acetate of lime, tar
nd charcoal they may expect from a
»rtaln species of wood, provided they
ave adhered to the best conditions of
Istlllation. And no doubt the secreivecolliers are turning in their
raves!
Tho commercial Inipprtance of the
rude products of the industry may !*
tinged from the following figures: In
'13 American wood distilleries proucedover 3.000,000 gallons of crude
icthanol (as "wood alcohol" has been
christened since the passage of the
olstoad act). They yielded nearly
53,000,000 pounds of acetate of Iirpf'.
alf a billion gallons of wtiod tar. about
quarter million of tar oils, over 300,30pounds of wood creosote, besides
O.OOO.OOO bushels of charcoal.
These crude products, other than the
harcoal. were in large part refined
nd purified, and became the indiscnsablcraw materials of many inustries.Charcoal was used In the
lanufacture of iron and in tho case

ardening of steel. It further found
utlets in small amounts in the manuretu re of black powder and dynamite,
i stock feed and poultry foods, as a

eodorizer and as an insulating ma-
:rial.
Acetate of lime is the precursor ofj

Pmh
HMH

Dr Louis E wise

nninerrlal acetic acid. which forms
in r»w material in the manufacture
f white load pigment, photographic
Ims, lacquers, dyes <hko (lie famous,
mthctlc indigo), drugs like acetanliidc
nd aspirin and special solvents like
myl acetate.the "banana oil" of
mutierce. Acetate of li^ne Is also the
arent. of acetone.whlch Is used so'
utetislvely to dissolve acetylene gas
nd In the cordite Industry. In the
lanufacture of chloroform and iodo
»rm and in the production of the drug
ulfonal. Acetone Is a phenomenal
ilvent, and aJI of lis uses cannot b<
1Umerated.
Purified methanol fwood slcohnii
the Indispensable mother* substance

f formaldehyde; the Jack of all!
ades In the chemical Industry. It*-,
ater solution la well known a.s

formalin" and serves as a standard
Istnfectant In hospital ward*. It is
wonderful fungicide and lis use |n

ie eradication of fungal diseases
revaJent. In putatoea and grain* han
'en xtrongly advocated. It. han crept
ito the manufacture of various *yn
letlc renin* like Bakellte, which Ir
self used In the production of in«uitora,pipe alrma, plaatlca, varnlshe*.
honographlc record*.and what not
ormnldehyde forma the )>n< kbone of
ntimber of useful drugs like urot.ro
Ine (which the chemist tcinri "hr-Mi
lethylenetetramlne" for short). In
ict Its uses are legion, and wo can
tank itx Industrial significant! to tin
reduction of methanol, product of,
ood distillation.
This methanol haa certain talent* of
a own. II is ii uu» ft:l solvent, en cr

' ontlnncd on I'a*r Kite.
I 1

The Parent
When a
Enforces

By A HEADMASTER. h

Schoolmasters in general uro ^
Inclined to set pretty definite n

values on that frequently ina- tl
Hgned Individual known us a parent.1
These values vary. But in general they j'
are not complimentary. It is not un- j,,
Common to hear an overwrought head
master exclaim: "Parents are a nui- j,
t-uncr." Not all are so frank or so r{
brutal. Yet there are feu.- nf the rirr»- ..

Cession who will not at times agree a
that their work would be immensely n
lightened and the results of their ef- tl
forts much more satisfactory if they
were wholly freed from unwarranted ai
Interference on tlie part of those who. <j(
for the time being, have seen fit to en- fr
trust their children to tho care and tj
oversight of a school.* | r(
The extent of this feeling Is in- s(

fluenced largely by the character and
location of the school. Schools for the rr]
young and those that aro known as w
"close" undoubtedly suffer most, for. s,
w hether for good or ill, parents in such a
cases are likely either to take a. |>(
livelier interest in the welfare of their j,children or to be kept more intimately tj
informed of the progress and peculiart- jj
ties of their offspring. c.
My personal experiences with par- C|

ents have, in the main, been of n a
happy and helpful kind. The variety n,
I have met in many years' experience y,has been wide and comprchenshivc. It
lias included the good, the bad and the n
Indifferent, and has not lacked the pc- ncullar.But the good liavo far, very tl
far. outnumbered tho bad; arid my t<
chief complaint, if I have one, is that g,
tho indifferent so greatly predominate. C(
It is my belief, however, that tills j,
seeming indifference in most cases in- ti
dicatea a confidence in the boy and the tl
school rather than a real lack of in- r,
tcrest on the part of the parents themselves;for a word of special com- g
mendation or censure rarely fails to
elicit a prompt and appreciative rc- j>
sponse, and not infrequently, when
censure is involved, the appearance of
the parents themselves.
What most parents fail to realize is

that the school at best can only sup- r,
plement the work that has already tl
been done, whether poorly or well, in jr
the home itself. Indeed the school a|
product must of necessity be largely a
shaped by the influences that are still
operative In the home while the boy
or girl remains a member of the a.
school community; and this is hard t
for many parents to understand. But j|
this truth 3tares the schoolmaster; h
Dicaim; in iiic muc illlll ituu-l C<
mightily to his cares. When, ar. j>
often happens, he welcomes his pupils y,
at the end of a vacation period only (r
to discover that the painstaking of- h
forts that have been put forth to con- r<
serve the health and build up mental t<
and moral fitter have been more than si
offset by countless rounds of extrava- «q
gent and often demoralizing pleas- w
ures he is about r« ady to agree with b
a recent writer, who not untruthfully t<
remarks that the dangerous ago to- it
day is not til but 4-. I q

It is a bit strange and paradoxical h
that parents so often will invest their h
savings generously and sometimes p
at real sacrifice in sending their chil- h
dren to a school the chief business of p
which is to build up the mental, moral h
and physical strength of its pupils, v.

- VMVV """v ",0 I'

of authority arc placed In 1 lie parents ir
own hands, will permit, if they do ri
not actually encourage, conditions p
which can only undermine if they do |>
not finally wreck all that the school si
has been ablo to accomplish. School- u
masters havo yet to find a. satisfac- h
tory explanation of this strange and t*
contradictory behavior of their pa- at
trona. w

Some Parents Want to Keep
Son's Record Clean at All Cost r,
The real character of the parent sr

is perhaps best revealed and the futureof the pupil most clearly de- ni
tcnnlued when matters pf discipline
ai-o involved. Tlio best of boys will j ti
make mistakes. But the schoolman- v,
ter, if he lias profited by experience, th
will not concern himself so much with a,
tho mistake itself. But he will be p,
Immensely concerned with the way p,
In which the victim fHces tlie situa- to
tion and accepts the punihsmcnt that
liifc wrong doing has Justly brought
upon hitn. in such circumstances
boys, If unhindered by parental Interference.will regularly play the man. C(
But It is at Just this point that the tt
parent, even tho most indifferent. K,
KMimvB >/il rciiiaiKJl «J nu |JlV|>uirn iu jn
take a hand in the education of his j,,
non. And tho parent, unless he is an fM
exception to the general rule, does ;ll
not at this point play tho man. Ho r(
generally does quite the reverse. In- p,
deed. ho not Infrequently ends by j,,
making a fool of himself. One, and
only one, thought tills Ids mind. The
threatened blow must not fall. Ills tr
son's record must be kept clean, out- l}f
wardly at least. And most df all the
family must be spared the "disgrace"
that the infliction of punishment, f.
however just, would be sure to bring. w
And so he girds liim for battle sarlly rj
and Inexcusably blind to the Inevitable j,,
efTert that his unreaf-orutble attitude fj.
must have on his boy's character and |.,
futuro life. That effect can be pre- p,
dieted with almost as assured cer- ,|#
tiilntv as the morning sunrise. But r,
nt this moment argument counts for
nothing. and hard trutha are not dosired.The threatened calamity must m
bo averted; that la all. i w
Thla perfectly senseless behavior la fj(

not llniltod to the Ignorant. Parents H,
of intelligence and. those who cherish
the highest Ideals for their children Cf
seem to loao tliolr bearings and all
sense of proportion when Just disci- jn
pllne threatens. Tlio curious atlonipto
to defend 7>r explain the mistakes of
an erring youngster In such cases of- fr
for an Interesting and baffling study of tr
tho psychology of the human mind. ^
The nituulton would he only ludicrous' n
If It did not Involve an element of the' (i|
tragic, for the future of .in Individual w
Is at stake. '

(
Kver> schoolmaster is familiar with Ml

this nit nation, nnd each litis Ilia collectionof IHualrutlve Incidents.

Pupil's Melodramatic Absence
binds Defender in Father d<

Not long aim ti tmv was dismissed m
from m.v school for : perfect > obvious ti
..(Te* s th Ittnl h-en -nt'sl on ev

in ..
< ,\ u. . ttn.li to t|i . ilv nl

library and wi«t rt'iufrtd to report at
/ I

f
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v' Views
ladmaster .

Discipline
is room not tutor than 10 o'clock.
:umor had reached hiin that in a
ouaemasler was to be away tlint
ight, and ho decided to make use of
tie opportunity to slip away. Before
aving he had pinned a note on the
lstructor's door announcing that im
ad returned at 9:5.1 and had gone to
fd. As an extra precaution lie had
^posited a dummy in his bed. The
istructor In cpiestion returning to Ins
>om at 10 o'clock found the note and
ter tlie dinntny and prepared to >

wait developments. At 3 Sn the
lornlng he was rewarded by seeing
le culprit climb in his window. The
icts were duly reported to the father
ltd the boy's immediate withdrawal
emanded. And hero is an extract,
om the remarkable letter penned by
lis outraged parent in reply: "In
?gard to his leaving his room during
tidy hours. It was a minor offense,
Lit, of course, deserving of punishient-But on the note on his door is

(
here you make a mistake In your .

vere punishment. It was a lie, but '

lie must be intended and realized to
* a lie. You, like most professors,
idge all boys alike without knowing
in real characteristics^ of the boy,
e Is absolutely heedless, absolutely
treless, and thoughtless; and it never
itered his mind that he was writing
lie till you told him of it. lie lias
ever told me a lie in his sixteen ,
sars of life."
This last naive statement I romlendto the attention of my sclioollasterfriends. It ofTerH an explanaonand a definition which will go far
iward enlightening their ininds in reardto that paradoxical and all too
immon individual who has never told
is parents a lie. This story will serve
> illustrate that type of parental mind
lat seeks to find virtue in vice or to
mder innocuous mistakes that in
:-hool life at least can only be reardedas injurious to the lndh idual
sncerned and menacing to the student
ody as a w hole.
ather Argues, Pleads, Threatens;
Sometimes Even Brings Lawyer
Perhaps an even commoner type is
presented by the imrent who admits
lat the mistake has been made, but
tsists that tho school has attached
Itogether too much Importance to it 7

nd meted out punishment far too
vere. Schoolmasters must deal con-
tantly with that unreasonable 'and
ggravating type of parental mind,
he blow has fallen and father calls,
r he huppens to lack education and
its been somewhat exceptionally sucF>ssfulin the material world he may
ring a lawyer with hint to impress
on with his business methods and
icldentally to suggest a threat. And
ow lie ill argue! lllogically. unsasnnabVy.but pugnaciously. lie is
) blame and not the boy. The entire
indent body indulges without rctraintin the questionable pastime for
hich his son is now to be disciplined,
ut they have been lucky enough not
:> get caught. The offense after all is
^significant: he himself has freuentlymade the same mistake. In
is large business Interests lie handles
undreds of men and be has always
radioed mercy toward those who
ave erred. This threatened blow will '

lace a stigma on the character of this
eretofore unsullied child. HI* llfo
'ill l>e ruined, and the school will he
^sponsible. And so he goes on. p^ss- .

ig from mood to mood, pleading,
ijoling, threatening and occasionally
roniising a law suit. Whatever may
i' the personal feelings of the hmgtfferingschoolmaster under this bomirdmentlie Is made sic.k at heart a*

e realizes the utter futility of nt
mptingto save from inevitable diastcrIn the years to come an othcrisepromising and not at all abnormal

oy.
Occasionally a boy has character
tough to see what his father will not

e and to face his punishment, in
Ite of parental disapproval, like a

an. But these cases are rare, and
expecting too much of human 11aire,especially in the day* of If*

juth, to think that they can tie any- ,

ling but rare. The end Is inevltabb
id In a long experience I cannot
ilnt to a single c&sr where anything
jt real harm, if not worse, has com*
the victim of it all.

?me Parents Sanely Indorse
Discipline. Even When It Hurts

A* an offset to this illsagreeubfc and
rtalnly distressing type of parent.
ie schoolmaster finds one of h.«

contact with those rare souls w:<a
" p an even balance in their menta'
rocesaos. wh" si« tilings In the laree
id are infinitely and rightly more
mcerned for the future than for the
issinK present and who recofniie It ,

lat punishment the means by whi ti
iclr hoys shall pass safely from u t-

ahle youth Into virile and self-con- soiledmanhood. With the appearam t
these sane souls on the school hor»>nthe schoolmaster takes new ronr.

re and realizes that after all his of
irts and struggles have not been
holly In vain. The character of the
forme no lonit< r disturbs him. for he
is every reasonable assurance now
lat the future of that offending von*h
secure. If only parents could a>

reclate os schoolmnrters do. from
valine year after year with the'r
jpll« and checking up on their later
'hlevements In manhood, what the
Mtudo toward discipline and punishentmust tnriltahly mmn to tho»e
ho have erred one of the most «J If

cultand wearing prohlnns of school
hnlnistration would disappear, and .

the endtirliiK advantage of all coi'rned
F'ortunatrli niv experience has b»»n
ne enough to ..nahle me to lest th»
nth of the above contention by mar,*
mcrete cases, for already the sons of
irmer pupils are coming to me to.
ead the school paths that the;ithers trod twfore them Contg '

It It the realities of life have mad*
ain truths that In the da\s of yoo'b
ere not omsIIi r.eep and underirteo j.
nd I Itavr yet to discover the bov.
>w grown to manhood, who regrrl-t
hntever dtholptlne he was Ju*'1''
11l*rl tn hear or who dne> not frank'*
1mit th.ii il wna ii potent faefor In
a IiomI development. This truth. In

eil,invitee even stronger pronoun.**,
irnt. m! I <lo not hesitate to affirm
int tho n h<<\ con men, who f '* «

irlntr "*hool <1avs the hand hand >f

i ortinned on 1'ugr Fhn.


